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Introduction to OARE
ProgrammeObjectives

ÅIncrease access to high-quality, relevant 
literature in environmental sciences

ÅImprove research in environmental sciences 
and related disciplines

ÅImprove the quality and effectiveness of 
education and training

ÅIncrease environment-related policy for the 
benefit of the population



What is OARE?
ÅOARE =

Online Access to Research in the Environment
OARE is an Internet based portal 

ÅProvides free or low costaccess to major scientific and 
peer reviewed journals, e-books, databases, and other 
scientific materials in environmental sciences .

ÅLaunched in October, 2006.
ÅSeveral thousand institutions are registered from over 

one hundred countries
ÅIŀǎ офлл ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мрл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

leading academic publishers
ÅFull-text coverage from 1997 onward in most cases



Eligible Countries



Partners ςR4L Programs
ÅMajor Publisher Partners - Blackwell Publishing, 

CABI, Elsevier, Kluwer Academic Publishing, 
Lippincott, Williams and Wilkins, Oxford University 
Press, Nature Publishing Group, Springer Verlag, 
John Wiley & Sons
ÅUnited Nations Environment Programme(UNEP)
ÅYale University & Cornell University
ÅWorld Health Organization (WHO) & Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO)
ÅMicrosoft



Eligibility Overview
Å109 countries qualify 

ÅInstitutions in the public sector or with a not-
for-profit status qualify for free access to the 
full-ǘŜȄǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ h!w9Ωǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

ÅInstitutions must register (just once) to receive 
a username and password

ÅCheck with your information or communication 
officer to receive the username and password 
that gives you full access to OARE and full-text 
articles 



Country Eligibility Overview (01 2012)

ÅCountry eligibility is based on GNI per capita orHDI 
(human development index)

ÅFree access is available to institutions in countries 
with a GNI per capita of $1600or less or HDI (human 
development index) less than 0.63are eligible for 
free access (Group A)

ÅAccess to those with GNI of $1601-$5000 or HDI less 
than 0.67pay a fee of $1000 per year (Group B) 

ÅSome publishers opt out of both option by 
country and do not allow access to their journals

Å70 countries are currently eligible as Group A 
countries and 37 countries are Group B



Institution Eligibility Overview

ÅAll OARE users may browse collection and journal 
abstracts without log in. (You may still have full-
text access through the OARE website if your 
institutions subscribe to the journals.)

ÅTo view, download and print the full-text articles, 
users must be registered and must login first

ÅLogin may only be done by registered institutions

ÅStudents, faculty and staff at eligible, registered 
institutions can access full-text articles and other 
OARE resources.



OARE: User Agreement

ÅAll registered institutions will sign a User 
Agreement covering: 

ïUse of the OARE password

ïCopyright and Fair Use

ÅAgreement shall be available in your 
institution 



Use of the OARE Password

ÅDo Please ShareOARE username and 
password with colleagues, students, 
faculties in your institution

ÅDo not Share with those fromoutside 
the institution 

ÅDo not Useoutside the country 



Copyright and Fair Use

ÅSame as typical copyright and fair use 
principles: It is OK, for example, to:
ïDownload or print up to 15% of a journal issue 

or book 

ïUse material for educational purposes (course 
packs or reserves)

ïMake copies for institution members or 
students

ÅAlways credit sources

ÅBe cautious but sensible



Abuse of Publisher Privileges

ÅIt is NOT OKto:
ïCharge for documents, except for cost recovery for 

teaching materials 
ïPost content to websites or blogs that are publically 

accessible
ïChange content
ïDownload all articles from a single issue 

ÅViolations result in the INSTITUTION or ENTIRE
country denied access until the problem is 
resolved.



Exercises

Complete exercises #1 in the 

accompanying OARE Short Course 
Exercises (Word) document



Planning a Search Strategy



Example (Steps 1-4) ςhealth problems 
AND water pollution

1. Ask: What health problems are associated with water pollution? 
2. Need: scholarly primary research 
3. Main Concepts: health, water, pollution
4. Select terms:
ï.ǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǘŜǊƳǎΥ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘΩΣ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ           
ΨŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩΣ 

ïSynonyms: 
health, illness, disease, etc.
water, rivers, lakes, sea, domestic water, etc.
ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ Ψƻƛƭ ǎǇƛƭƭǎΩΣ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭΣ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ ǘƻȄƛŎƛǘȅΣ ŜǘŎ

ïAlternative spellings: none
ïPlurals: river(s), lake(s), disease(s)
ïCapitals: e.g. name of a specific lake, disease, region 



5. Select a Source



6. Search: construct a search using the appropriate 

commands and best practices 

Question: What health problems are associated with water pollution? 

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3 Concept 4 

health pollutionwaterproblems

5.  water
6.  H2O

3.  problems
4.  complications

1. health
2. wellbeing

9 = 1 OR 2 10 = 3 OR 4 11 = 5 OR 6 12 = 7 OR 8

7.  pollution
8.  contamination 

13 = 9 AND 10 AND 11 AND 12



7. Revise
Review and refine you search

Å be prepared to review/revise your search

Å keep your search terms  in concept 

sets/zones but remember to explore subtopics

Å try new sources of information 

Å save the search and citations for future use

Å promote use of high-quality resources



8. Manage Results

9. Evaluate-Who? What? When? Where? Why?

ÅDownload, print, save, e-mail results & search history

ÅCite using a biomedical citation style

ÅSave search, set up alerts

ÅAccuracy

ÅAuthority

ÅObjectivity

ÅCurrency

ÅCoverage

10. Apply ςAnswer the question.



Boolean Operators
AND Operator 

(to combine two concepts)

the ANDoperator is used to combine two concepts 
e.g. groundwater AND heavy metals ςresults are in 
the combined areaof the two circles
Note:  the parentheses are used to limit the results 
to the exact phrase ςin this case (heavy metals)

groundwater (heavy metals)



the ANDoperator is used to combine three 
concepts e.g. groundwater AND (heavy 
metals) AND pollution - in the combined area
of the three circles

groundwater (heavy metals)

AND Operator 
(to combine three concepts)

pollution



the ORis a means of combining terms e.g. 
mercury OR lead -ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
overlap in the middle having both search terms

mercury lead

OR Operator 
(info containing one or other term)



NOT Operator
(in one term or the other)

the mercury NOTlead option limits the search to one 
term (mercury)  ςonly in the left area; it eliminates 
items in 2nd term (lead) or both terms(center)

mercury lead



Other search engine functions

ÅPhrase or proximity searching:άΧέorόΧύ
ïallows you to search for an exact phrase, e.g.diseases 

AND(water pollution) or groundwater AND (heavy 
metals)

ÅTruncation/wildcards:*
ïallow you to search alternative spellings and plurals

river* for river OR rivers
pesticide* for pesticide OR pesticides
program* for programme OR program
ÅAlternate spellings:?
ïcan be used to substitute for characters anywhere in a 

word
wom?n for woman or women



Asia AND (mercury OR lead)

mercury lead

Asia

Asia AND (mercury OR lead) ςin the shaded area 
The ORoperator retains items in each term and the 
ANDoperator is used to combine two concepts 



More Search Techniques

ÅField Specific Searching
ïauthor, title, journal, date, url, etc. 

ÅLanguage Restrictions, Humans or Animals and other 
limits 
(to be discussed in SCOPUS)

ÅRelevancy Ranking 
ïa grading that gives extra weight to a document 

when the search terms appear in the headline or 
are capitalized
ïevery found document is calculated as 100% 

multiply by the angle formed by weights vector for 
request and weights vector for document found 



Evaluating Web Information

Å Criteria for Evaluation

- Accuracy

- Authority

- Currency

- Coverage

- Objectivity



The Google search engine

This is the Google search 
engine. Queries are typed 
into the Search box.  We 
have searched for OARE>



Google Scholar provides a 
simple way to broadly search 
for scholarly literature.



Exercises

Complete exercises #2 in the 

accompanying OARE Short Course 
Exercises (Word) document



Step 1

Start your web browser
(Internet Explorer or
Firefox).

Step 2 

Type:

http :// www.unep.org/oare

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άAddresǎέ ōƻȄ

Step 3

Pressά9ƴǘŜǊέ on the keyboard 
or GO

How to Register for OARE

http:///
http://www.unep.org/oare


Click on Register for OARE link to access 
the step-by-step guide ςto see if your 
institution is registered or must complete 
this process.



This document is a step-by-step guide 
to completing  the Research4Life 
online registration process.  You will 
check to make sure your institution is 
not already registered.  There is a link 
to the online registration form.



To register, fill in the form. You only 
need to fill this in once as an 
institution. Note that an institution can 
register for all Research4Life programs 
at once and that the other programs 
(besides OARE) can be added.



Complete all the required 
fields including the six 
character code and click on 
ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜƴŘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ōƻȄΦ



Help

ÅTrouble registering or logging on? Technical 
issues? Questions about policy or use?  
Training inquiries?

ïFor support in Africa, contact ITOCA
itoca@itoca.org

ïFor support elsewhere, email
oare@unep.org

mailto:itoca@itoca.org
mailto:oare@oaresciences.org


Step 1

Start your web browser
(Internet Explorer or
Firefox).

Step 2 

Type:

http :// www.unep.org/oare

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άAddressέ ōƻȄ

Step 3

Pressά9ƴǘŜǊέ on the keyboard 
or GO

How to USE OARE

http:///
http://www.unep.org/oare


Accessing the Collection

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŀƎŜΩǎ ƳŜƴǳΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ  
the link to journals and databases, 
information about OARE plus eligibility, 
how to register, training material, etc. 

From this page, you can  login 
and also view this information 
in multiple languages.  



Logging In

Å For full-text journal articles:

ï Usersôinstitutions must be registered

ï Users must log in using institutional user 
name and password.

NOTE: OARE log in does not give access to all
services offered on publishersôwebsites.



Type in user name and password  exactly as  provided by 
your institution.  Passwords are case-sensitive. 

Click Login



The [ƻƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƳΥ Χ message 
confirms that you have completed 
the login.  You also can confirm login 
by viewing the url (web address) at 
the top of the page that will read:  
oaresciences.org/whalecomoare.oa
resciences.org

Besides access to journals and books, 
the initial OARE page includes links to 
Search inside OARE full-text through 
database and article searching, 
Reference sources and Free 
Collections. Note also the link to the 
Training Materials.



If you do not properly login, this message 
on the Contents page will remind you! 



Navigating OARE to Find What You 
Need!

In the next few slides you will learn to: 

ÅBrowse by journal titles and publishers

ÅExplore journals by subject lists

ÅLocate journals by language

ÅDownload full-text articles (PDF and 
HTML versions)



Once you have logged-in, you will 
be taken to the Contentspage.



Journals can be accessed by title from the Journals 
collectionA- Z list.  For example, to find Perspectives in 
Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics, click on P.

Searching by Title



A page appears containing all 
the journal titles beginning 
with P listing the Accessible 
Contentfor your institution.


